
ST. CRISPIN’S SR. SEC. SCHOOL, GURGAON 
Holiday Homework (2020-21) 

Class: XII 

Subject: English 
Do your Holiday Homework in your fair Register. 

Q1. From the first three poems of your textbook Flamingo, highlight the presence of literary 
devices. Explain the literary devices and cite suitable examples from selected poems .  

Q2    Read the following passages carefully: 

Passage 1: 

1. I remember my childhood as being generally happy and can recall experiencing some of 
the most carefree times of my life. But I can also remember, even more vividly, moments of 
being deeply frightened. As a child, I was truly -terrified of the dark and getting lost. These 
fears were very real and caused me some extremely uncomfortable moments. 

2. Maybe it was the strange way things looked and sounded in my familiar room at night 
that scared me so much. There was never total darkness, but a street light or passing car 
lights made clothes hung over a chair take on the shape of an unknown beast. Out of the 
corner of my eye, I saw curtains move when there was no breeze. A tiny creak in the floor 
would sound a hundred times louder than in the daylight and my imagination would take 
over, creating burglars and monsters. Darkness always made me feel helpless. My heart 
would pound and I would lie very still so that ‘the enemy’ wouldn’t discover me. 

3. Another childhood fear of mine was that I would get lost, especially on the way home 
from school. Every morning, I got on the school bus right near my home—that was no 
problem. After school, though, when all the buses were lined up along the curve, I was 
terrified that I would get on the wrong one and be taken to some unfamiliar 
neighbourhood. I would scan the bus for the faces of my friends, make sure that the bus 
driver was the same one that had been there in the morning, and even then ask the others 
over and over again to be sure I was in the right bus. On school or family trips to an 
amusement park or a museum, I wouldn’t let the leaders out of my sight. And of course, I 
was never very adventurous when it came to taking walks or hikes because I would go only 
where I was sure I would never get lost. 

4. Perhaps, one of the worst fears I had as a child was that of not being liked or accepted 
by others. First of all, I was quite shy. Secondly, I worried constantly about my looks, 
thinking people wouldn’t like me because I was too fat or wore braces. I tried to wear ‘the 
right clothes’ and had intense arguments with my mother over the importance of wearing 
flats instead of saddled shoes to school. Being popular was very important to me then and 
the fear of not being liked was a powerful one. 

5. One of the processes of evolving from a child to an adult is being able to recognise and 
overcome our fears. I have learnt that darkness does not have to take on a life of its own, 
that others can help me when I am lost and that friendliness and sincerity will 
encourage people to like me. Understanding the things that scared us as children helps to 
cope with our lives as adults. 



 

   Passage 2 

 
If you live in a rapidly urbanising India, especially in the North, and feel that things are getting 
from bad to worse as far as civility, sensitivity and respect for law is concerned, you are not 
alone. 
I go out cycling almost every morning, at the crack of dawn. The total lawlessness that has 
come to grip the society scares me. As early as 5 am, our cycling group notices people huddled 
around their cars, drinking outside eateries or liquor joints, fighting, arguing loudly, or simply 
passing lewd comments at the women riders in our group. The comments do not vary from a 
Mercedes or a Maruti Swift. They are uniformly distasteful. We often see police vehicles at 
these joints too, and they are certainly not there attending to an SOS call. 
Several of you would remember the horrific accident that took place in Gurgaon. Forty seven 
year old Avinash Shah, driving his small car with his wife and daughter was hit by a businessman 
test driving a powerful new Audi. Avinash died instantly and his wife and daughter barely 
survived. 
The gent who rammed the big Audi into the small car, is out on bail. According to eye-
witnesses, soon after ramming into Avinash’s car, this gent got out, made a few phone calls 
using his mobile, and got picked up by his own driver in his car and vanished. The police said 
they did not have his address for two days despite knowing that he was on a test drive and had 
deposited his driving licence at the car showroom before taking the car out. Two days later, this 
gent reappeared, with a lawyer in toe and surrendered, only to be bailed out in a jiffy. 
Why is it that things are reaching such a pass? Sudden wealth, easy availability of ‘good things’ 
in life, general feeling that money can buy anything, or what else? Is it just a North Indian 
phenomenon or nationwide? Why it is that uncouth, uncivil and insensitive behaviour is all 
pervasive?,,Why is the society so willing to circumvent, indeed buy, law at will? Do you think 
the media is responsible having abdicated its responsibilities by concentrating on flashy things 
alone while bypassing the real issues that would positively impact the society? 
Whatever the answer to those questions is, the solution lies with us alone. We need to stop 
accepting being pushed around. An individual cannot take on those who mock at our law, but 
together we can do wonders. The choice is ours, whether to stare down the barrel of the gun as 
lawlessness gains ground faster than these guys drive their fast cars, or start coming together to 
challenge the perpetrators of these crimes. I have often heard the argument that our economy 
is growing rapidly and this is just a brief side effect of such growth. I would rather have a slower 
growth rate of economy, but a saner, civilised society to live in. 

 

 

 



Passage 3 

It was bound in a rough, red cloth, now smoothened in places with the many caresses it had 
received over the years. Its name boldly etched in gold over its hard cover. Its spine still holding 

on firmly to the age old pages, much thumbed, dog-eared, yellowing pages. Its illustrations, 
lithographs by the author himself, and a frayed red ribbon placed between the pages I had read 

the last time. That is my favourite book. . 
That book startled me off on a journey that inevitably took me to the book alleys that still make 

the three hundred year old city proud. The fact that my lane meandered through several by-
lanes and reached the book alleys in less than fifteen minutes made my trips frequent and my 
pocket-money meagre. The narrow lanes were lined with small shops with dusty shelves. Their 
bespectacled shop-owners—bibliophiles in their own right—were always eager to help me find 

treasures in all shapes and sizes, bound in cloth or leather, some new and some which had 
changed several hands; others which had comers folded, many in tatters, a few boasting of an 
autograph or a note written in attention of a loving reader. My prized possession in those days 

was a book called Sita that was illustrated with paintings by the illustrious Raja Ravi Verma. 
Nothing gave me more pleasure than the feel of a cold spine against my palm, the weight of the 

pages, their slight reluctance to open spontaneously, the faint crick at the turn of each page, 
and the musty smell of the yellowing pages mixed with a slight whiff of the jet-black ink that 

filled my nostrils as I brought the book close to my face. 

Thus enamoured by books of all shapes and sizes, colours and textures and thus pampered by 
the abundance of such gems in dusty attics and tiny shop windows, I stepped out of my city’s 
boundaries and stepped into different cities. As a resident in some, whilst a tourist in others. 
My experiences in each of those cities have been varied as have been my encounter with 
books. 
In the beginning, I would wait to return from those cities and visit the old, familiar book alleys 
for my ration of books for the rest of the year. But soon I realised that the character of the 
alleys, the shops lining them and the books they sold had started to change. The old, dusty 
spines of ageless classics were fast being replaced by Last Minute Suggestions for Board 
Examinations, Questions & Answers Made Easy, cheap reprints of old classics, poor translations 
of world famous children’s classics and photocopies of what were otherwise intellectual 
masterpieces. Makeshift shops had encroached upon the pavements 
of the narrow alleys and had started to threaten the original inhabitants themselves. 
Disappointment was inevitable, and it didn’t take too long to set in. Like many others, I soon 
decided it was time to park my hopes elsewhere. 

 

                                                                               

 

 



  Passage 4  

1. Scientists in the USA and Japan are developing a set of smart materials that clean 
themselves off dirt and stains besides eliminating foul odours and dangerous bacteria. 

2. Exploiting powerful catalytic properties, researchers succeeded in creating tiles, glass, 
paint, paper and cloth that can keep themselves sparkling clean. 

3. The first item to reach the market, a self-cleaning wall and counter tile, can not only kill 
bacteria but also eliminate odours and staining associated with smoke from cooking oils 
and cigarettes, reports the journal Technology Review. 

4. The key to the self-cleansing world of the future is the interaction between titanium 
dioxide and ultraviolet rays from the sun or fluorescent lights. The special properties of 
titanium dioxide—a substance used to make paint and tooth-paste white—were first 
discovered by Tokyo University chemist Akira Fujishima and Associates in 1969. Their 
research showed that when exposed to solar energy, titanium dioxide has the ability to 
break down water into hydrogen and oxygen. 

5. After a quarter-century of observation, scientists now understand that the reaction 
occurs as titanium dioxide absorbs ergy from the UV band of sunlight and reacts with water 
vapour in the air to produce oxygen molecules. These molecules are energetic enough to 
break down organic matter into carbon dioxide and trace elements. 

6. “When light shines on the white paint pigment, titanium dioxide, it produces an active 
form of oxygen that can burn combustible material at room temperature,” says David Ollis, 
Professor of Chemical Engineering at North Carolina State University. “It is a fire without a 
flame.” 

7. Scientists have discovered that titanium dioxide-coated materials can easily remove thin 
deposits such as bacteria and fingerprints, though they are unable to break down thick 
splotches of organic materials—such as blood stains—because light and oxygen in the air 
cannot reach the surface where the reaction occurs. 

8. Fujishima says that when titanium-dioxide tiles were used in the operating rooms and 
bathrooms of Ako Central Hospital in Ako, Japan, they killed 99.9 per cent of bacteria on 
their surface. Included among them were penicillin-resistant Staphylococcus and other 
germs that can cause secondary infections among patients. 

9. The tiles—marketed by Japan’s Toto Corp under the name NeoClean—remain effective 
even though they are coated with a layer of titanium dioxide only one micron thick, about 
one-fiftieth the diameter of a human hair. Once the fine layer of compound is permanently 
affixed—it is commonly sprayed and then baked onto the tile’s surface— the company says 
it is resistant to the abrasion of ordinary scrubbing that might be needed for thicker stains. 
Moreover, because titanium dioxide acts only as a catalyst for the photochemical reaction, 
it theoretically never gets used up. 

10. While cleaning time varies with the thickness of the deposit, Adam Heller, a professor of 
Chemistry at the University of Texas at Austin, says his experiment shows that titanium 
dioxide-treated glass removed fingerprints in about two hours. This glass, versions of which 
both Heller and Fujishima have developed, could be made reactive on both sides, making it 
ideal for everything from sky-scraper windows to car window glass. 

11. The Japanese have tested other titanium dioxide-treated materials as well. Kazuhito 
Hashimoto, a chemist at Tokyo University, applied the compound to a porcelain urinal. 
After a month, the treated urinal looked sparkling clean while an untreated unit was 
blotched and yellowed. Elsewhere, researchers are experimenting to see if the tiles can 



keep themselves clean on the walls of heavily polluted car and truck tunnels. And a 
Japanese paper company is developing windows and partitions for Japanese houses while a 
camping equipment manufacturer is testing a self-cleaning tent fabric. 

12. But the most promising self-cleaning product is likely to be a wash-itself paint. Both the 
Texas and the Tokyo laboratories have demonstrated the self-cleaning capacities of paints 
containing titanium dioxide. While they are not saying exactly how they did it, both claim to 
have overcome an intrinsic problem in which titanium dioxide breaks down materials that 
bind pigments in coloured paints. 

 

 

Questions: 
1. On the basis of your reading  of passages make notes using headings and sub headings.Use 
recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary.Supply a suitable title also.  
2. Write the summary of the passages in your own words using the notes made .  
  

Q3 Last week as you were coming back from school you happened to see a huge plastic bag full 
of leftovers of food being flung into the middle of the road from a speeding car. You wondered 
how people can be so devoid of civic sense. Write an article in 125-150 words on why we lack 
civic sense and how civic sense can be inculcated in children at a very young age. You are 
Shiva/Shamini. 

 
Q4 You are Saurabh /Surabhi. Your school has been invited to participate in an inter-school on-
the-spot writing competition, organised by the Lions Club of your area. Based on your past 
performance in such competitions you once again get selected for this proposed competition. 
The organisers of this competition have given only one topic to write about: My Dreams of the 
Next Millennium. Write an article in about 200 words on this topic. 

Q5 You are Mukul / Mahima of Alps Public School. Your school has organized a debate on 
"Social Media and It's Effects" and you will be participating from your school. Prepare your 
views against or in favour of the motion. (150-200 words)      

Q6"ONLINE SMART CLASSES ARE THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION STYLE". Write a debate either for 
or against the motion. (150 - 200 words) 

Q7 Answer the following questions in about 150-200 words : 

a) Give an account of Gandhiji’s efforts to secure justice for the poor indigo sharecroppers 
of Champaran. 

b) The story “The Rattrap” focuses on human loneliness and the need to bond with 
others.Explain.  



c) Present a pen portrait of Douglas in the light of his victory over his fear. What values 
does his character personify? Elaborate. 

d)  Do you think children like Mukesh and Sahib suffer because it is their destiny or 
because the government and society are insensitive to their plight? Give reasons in 
support of your answer. 

e) Justify the title of the story “The Last Lesson” 

 


